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1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1.1 To share information, promote discussion and enable mutual challenge in 
respect of the role of both the RBSCB and of this Committee in assuring the 
quality of activity to safeguard children in the Borough is robust.

2. RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1 That the committee:

 Notes the content of the RBSCB Annual Report;
 Makes recommendations to the RBSCB regarding future work; 
 Discusses the relevance of the Annual Report for the work of the committee 

itself; and
 Agrees actions the Committee needs to take to ensure arrangements for 

safeguarding children within the Borough are robust. 

(Note: The RBSCB Annual Report is circulated within the Board’s partner 
agencies, is presented formally to the Children and Young People’s 
Partnership, the Health and Well-being Board and the Clinical Commissioning 
Group, and sent to the Police and Crime Commissioner with the expectation 
that the issues arising will be addressed and inform strategic development of 
safeguarding services for children and families.)

3. INFORMATION

3.1 The Report covers the period from April 2015 to March 2016.  It is in two parts 
– the first seeks to bring together information about services available to 



safeguard children during this period and the second reports on the work of the Board 
itself.  

Summary of key issues
 The health and well-being of children and young people is generally worse than the 

England average (Child Health Profile, CHIMAT 2015).
 Mental health prevalence estimates for children and young people in Rochdale 

predict there will be:
 8430 with mild emotional and behavioural difficulties
 3934 with moderately severe problems requiring professional support
 1039 with severe and complex mental health needs
 39 with the most severe and persistent needs.

 Hospital admissions for 15-24 year olds for substance misuse (111.8 per 100,000 
population) and under 18s with alcohol specific conditions (54.6) are above 
national rates (81.3 and 40.1 respectively) but are trending downwards.

 Educational attainment - Outcomes are generally improving, but they have not 
increased at the same pace as that seen nationally. This further widens the gap 
between outcomes for children and young people in Rochdale compared to the 
rest of the country

 Smoking rates are high, 21.1% – over 1 in 5 adults locally, with 15.8% of women 
smoking at the time of delivery.

 A high number of domestic violence events where children were present were 
recorded. 288 cases went to a Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conference 
(MARAC) and 215 involved children (2015-16)

 Children subject to a Child Protection Plan (CPP) - over the first half of the year 
there is a decreasing trend. Between August 2015 and January 2015 the figure 
remained within the expected range of being between 175 and 200. In the last 
couple of months of the year the numbers started to increase above this level. The 
inclusion of some larger sibling groups becoming subject to child protection plans 
impacted on this figure

 The number of cared for children continued to reduce across 2015-16 as the local 
authority’s “permanence strategy” has impacted. The number of cared for children 
at the end of March 2016 was 484 compared to 554 in April 2015.

 The Board published one Serious Case Review in 2015-16. This related to multi-
agency practice where there had been safeguarding concerns in a family and a 
child died from unascertained causes.

 Between 1st April 2015 and 31st March 2016, Bury, Oldham and Rochdale (BOR) 
CDOP were notified of 60 deaths (18 in Rochdale)

Independent inspections carried out during the year provide the following information:

National Child Protection Inspection Post-Inspection Review Greater Manchester 
Police (30 June - 3 July 2015) Published December 2015.HMIC Inspectors were 
encouraged by the progress made and saw clear evidence of improvements. However, 
challenges remain and the force will need to maintain its current momentum and focus 
on child protection.

Ofsted inspection April 15 to March 16 - 23 schools inspected.16 received an outcome 
of ‘Good’ and ’Required Improvement’

The Care Quality Commission undertook a comprehensive inspection of  Pennine Acute 
Hospitals NHS Trust 23 February - 3 March 2016 and found the organisation to be inadequate 
in both the safety and well-led domains. Immediately following the inspection, Salford Royal 
NHS Foundation Trust was asked to assume leadership of the trust. 

This report sets the context for the challenges 2016-17:



 Agencies must demonstrate that they are fully engaged in the delivery of Early Help to 
ensure children are supported before their needs escalate to those that can only be 
managed through specialist services.

 Agencies need to ensure their staff are equipped to respond to the complex areas of 
safeguarding referenced above.

 Agencies need to work together to ensure that on-line safeguarding risks are identified 
and managed well whilst also recognising the huge benefits to be derived from 
appropriate on-line access.

 Support for children affected by Domestic abuse remains a challenge and agencies 
need to ensure the Domestic Abuse strategy action plan is effectively delivered.

4. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

4.1 None directly arising from this report.

5. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

5.1 The Children Act 2004 requires each local authority area to establish a Local 
Safeguarding Children Board.  Governmental guidance specifies the 
governance arrangements and recommended membership.  Whilst the Board 
is an independent body with an Independent Chair, the Council is the 
“Accountable Body” for the Board and provides support in administration of its 
functions and finance. The Board is funded from partnership contributions and 
the Chief Executive of the Council is responsible for ensuring that an effective 
Board is in place.

5.2 The production of this report fulfills the requirement for the Chair of the Board 
to publish an Annual Report.  Some of the content is specified in legislation but 
there remains a degree of flexibility in terms of content and style.  The style and 
content of this report has also been informed by good practice guidance issued 
by the National Association of LSCB Chairs.  

5.3 Guidance published in Working Together 2015 strengthens the role the Board 
has to play in challenging partner agencies to ensure appropriate 
arrangements are in place to safeguard children and are of a good quality.  
Presentation of this report to key strategic and/or scrutiny forums is a part of 
this process.  

6. PERSONNEL IMPLICATIONS

6.1 None arising directly from this report.

7. RISK ASSESSMENT IMPLICATIONS 

8.1 The effective management of inter-agency work to safeguard children in the 
Borough is a priority for all partner agencies.  Review after review record the 
potentially fatal impact of poor practice and flawed multi-agency approaches to 
safeguarding children.  No system will eradicate the harm that can be done to 
children at the hands of those entrusted with their care but it is incumbent on all 
professionals in touch with children, and the agencies by whom they are 
employed to ensure relevant policies and procedures to safeguard children are 
in place, are implemented and supported via a range of appropriate services.



Working with families where there are safeguarding issues is a skilled and 
potentially stressful area of work.  Risks will not be effectively managed unless 
staff are supported by good quality training and supervision.

The risks to children and young people must always be the paramount 
consideration, but where these are as a result of system failures are also 
considerable in terms of reputation and liability of the organisations involved.. 

9. EQUALITIES IMPACTS

Background Papers
Document Place of Inspection
Data reports from RBSCB Partner 
agencies
Reports of the RBSCB Sub-groups
Minutes of RBSCB Board meetings
Rochdale Borough Integrated Early Help 
Strategy
Child Health Profile 
Working Together 2015
Multi-agency reports to the Board
Getting to Good Board papers

RBSCB Business Unit


